
Parson to Person 
ROMANS 9 PART 2 

“I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow 
and continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to 
the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the 
promises; of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. 
Amen. 
 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children 
because they are the seed of Abraham; but, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called.’ That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed. For this is the word of promise: ‘At this time I will 
come and Sarah shall have a son.’ And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac (for 
the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have 
hated.’ 
 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on 
whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.’ So then it is not of him who wills, nor 
of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I have raised you up, that 
I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.’ Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and 
whom He wills He hardens. 
 You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?’ But indeed, O man, who are you to reply 
against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why have you made me like this?’ Does not the potter have power over 
the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that He might make 
known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom He called, not of the 
Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?  
 As He says also in Hosea: ‘I will call them My people, who were not My people,  
And her beloved, who was not beloved.’ ‘And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, “You are not My people,” 
there they shall be called sons of the living God.’ Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the children of Israel 
be as the sand of the sea, the remnant will be saved. For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, because the LORD will 
make a short work upon the earth.’ And as Isaiah said before: ‘Unless the LORD of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we would have become 
like Sodom, and we would have been made like Gomorrah.’  
 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the 
righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why? Because they 
did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. As it is written: ‘Behold, I 
lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, and whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame’” (Romans 9:1–33 NKJV). 
 It is not fruitful to make an effort to understand all Paul is teaching in Romans 9–11 without a good grasp of the Old 

Testament. Moreover, it is important to keep the three chapters together as a unit of continuous thought in order to fully grasp his 

meaning. Simply put, Paul is explaining that inasmuch as God has been saving Gentiles and building His “Church” by adding daily both 

Jews and Gentiles to the growing assembly, He has not abandoned or forsaken His covenant with Israel—and will bring about a future 

salvation of the land and genetic descendants of Israel. In particular, Paul explains that the genetic people of Israel who are or will be 

saved are those who have or will trust the Lord for salvation.* This fact remains true in every dispensation! Furthermore, inasmuch 

as the Lord is saving Jews and Gentiles from this period of time we know as the Church Age (AKA The Dispensation of Grace—see John 

1:14–17), He will save Israel in the future after the “fullness of the Gentiles” has come to fruition. 

 Secondly, as discussion on sovereignty and methodology, Paul also explains that in the big picture of His dealings with man, 

God always works according to His own good pleasure, in order to fulfill His own purposes—without subjecting Himself to the will of 

man. However, within His sovereign rule He has allowed men to act, react, and interact with Him. He has also allowed men to retract 

from His best intentions for them. Therefore, while it is true that God is in control, He does not control everything. Moreover, in the 

foreknowledge of God, He calls those things that are not as though they are (or will be) and therefore moves within the time 

continuum accordingly. Paul explains all of this in the next chapters but with great focus here in chapter 9.  

 I love you all, 

 Pastor Paul 

*(I mention that Paul explains that the genetic people of Israel who are or will be saved are those who have or will trust the 

Lord for salvation because of the false teaching of “Dual Covenant Theology”: a false-concept that suggests Gentiles must trust Christ 

for salvation by adoption and integration into the New Covenant but that the Jews are saved by adherence to the Old Covenant 

without the requirement of trusting in Jesus their Messiah. See John 5:22–23; John 14:6.) 


